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In the first part of this book it was argued that the
Kingdom of God as preached by Jesus was an
organisation of human society ordered in accordance
with the laws of God. It is equally true to describe
this conception as an organisation of human society
based on realities. The laws of God, the realities,
have to be learned from experience by the use of
human intelligence and conscience. In a polity so
ordered there is room and need for organisations
in which men gather for communion with God and
one with another. But where such an organisation
claims to possess supernatural knowledge of truths
which human reason could not divine, it must in the
end bring its members into conflict with a polity
based on belief that men have an infinite duty to
each other, which must in the last resort be brought
to the test of reason and conscience.

The world is still crowded with people who crave
for certainty. There are now other creeds than the
Catholic Church and Islam which appeal to this
craving and demand an absolute acceptance of some
authority which may not be questioned. The kind of
people who in past generations found the asylum
they needed in the Roman Church and in Islam are
now drawn in increasing numbers to the Communist
party or that of the Nazis, which demand absolute
acceptance of the doctrines propounded by Marx or
Hitler* The Communists, Nazis and the Catholic
Church are in mortal conflict one with another, and
the claim to authority ends by dividing and not by
uniting the world. Yet the authoritarian doctrine
leads to similar methods and institutions. In a
censorship and control of the press which restricts
even artistic criticism can be seen realised in the
twentieth century the principle of the Index Ex-
purgatorius. The Cheka and the Gestapo revive the
methods of the Holy Inquisition. The trials they
stage and the executions which follow them are a